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XIX. Obfervations on Poly podium Oreopterisy accompanied with a

Specimen from Scotland, By Mr. J. Dlc'kjony Fellow of the Llnnean

Society,

Read January 5, 1 7 90,

THIS plant has been miftaken by all our Englifh botanifls.

By fome it has been confounded with P. Thelypteris, by

others with P. Filix mas; but it is very di{lin6t from both. Doody,

Dillenius, Ray, Hudfon, Lightfoot, Bolton, &c. have all fallen

into the fame error. For a full account of this plant I beg leave to

refer to Vogler, who has written an entire diflertation upon it, and

calls it P. montanum. Wildenow gives it the fame name. Ehrhart

in his Plant. Crypt. Decas 3, No. 22, has publilhed it by that of

P. Oreopteris, which we prefer ; as the name of P. montanum has

been given to another fpecies by Allioni. My opinion refpeding

this fern is fupported by that of Sir Jofeph Banks and Mr. Dry-

ander, as well as of Dr. Smith and Mr. Jacquin ; and, as the dif-

fertation above alluded to may not be in every body's hands, 1 lliall

mention fome of the mod remarkable particulars in which this plant

differs from P. Thelypteris.

I ft. P. Thelypt. has a fmall creeping root, of which fee a good

figure in SchmeideFs Icones Plant, t. xi. P. Oreopteris has a large

fcaly root, wrapped and tied together with fmall ftrong fibres which

cannot be feparated without difficulty.

2d. When



i82 Mr. DicksonV Ohfervatiom on Polypodium Oreoftens.

2d. When P. Thelyp. grows old, the under fide of the leaf is

totally covered with the confluent fru6lifications, and the edges of

the pinnule are reflexed or contradted. In P. Oreopt. the fru6lifi-

cations are always on the margins, both in a young and old ftatc,

and never run into one another; the lobes oval and plain.

3d. The fize of this plant is four times as large as that of P.

Thelypteris, and the latter always grows in boggy places ; whereas

P. Oreopt. grows in dry woods, moors, and on hills, very rarely near

water. ,

Linnasus, in Flo. Suec. fays of P. Thclypt. punSla mlnutijjima

Jifperfa.

I know of no figure of P. Oreopteris. Mr. Bolton has given a

fmall fig. t. 22, f. 2, which may be it; but as he has* joined it

with P. Thelypt. it is not worth notice*.

I have found it both in England and Scotland, moft plentifully

in the latter. ::.:..

HowMr. Lightfoot could miftake this fern, I cannot underftand.

* Since the above was written, Mr. Bolton has, in a letter to Mr. Dickfon, acknow-

ledged his P. Thelypteris to be the P. Oiecpteris. His Acroftichum Thelypteris (Fil, Brit.

t. 43.} is the true Polypodium Thelypteris of Linnaeus.
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